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LISTING OF CLAIMS 



1 . (currently amended) A gasket comprising 

at least two laminate tapes each comprising a plurality of porous expanded 
polytetrafluoroethylene (ePTFE) layers, the laminate tapes comprising upper and lower 
laminate layers and two side surfaces which extend in the ajongitudinal ^ direction of 
the laminate tapes between upper and lower laminate layers, and 

at least one substantially air impermeable layer, 

wherein the at least two laminate tapes are a l ign e d s i d e- by s i de bonded along the 
side surfaces and join e d by the at least one substantially air impermeable layer which is 
positioned between two laminate tape side surfaces and extending substantially 
completely from the upper laminate layer to the lower laminate layer for the length of the 
laminate tapes. 

2. (original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein the upper and lower laminate layers define 
upper and lower gasket surfaces. 

X (original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein the gasket is a form-in-place gasket. 



^ (original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein the gasket when uncompressed has a 

substantially uniform thickness across upper and lower gasket surfaces. 

(original) The gasket of claim 1 wherein the ePTFE has a density of less than 1 .8 g/cc. 

[o (original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein the ePTFE has a density of less than 1 .2 g/cc. 

(original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein the ePTFE has a density of less than 1 .0 g/cc. 
| & (original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein at least a portion of the ePTFE layers is 
monoaxially expanded. 

1 3 jtf (original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein at least a portion of the ePTFE layers is 
biaxially expanded. 
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(original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein at least a portion of the ePTFE layers is 
multiaxially expanded. 

\S 

yC. (original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein at least one expanded polytetrafluoroethylene 
(ePTFE) layer comprises at least one filler. 

|4 K 

I ^ (original) The gasket of claim yc, wherein the at least one filler comprises at least one 
material selected from metals, semi-metals, metal oxides, glasses, ceramics, activated 
carbons, carbon blacks, and polymeric resins. 

)% (original) The gasket of claim 1 1 , wherein the at least one filler comprises at least one 
material selected from silica, barium sulfate, graphite, and glass beads. 

\l yf (original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein the at least one substantially air impermeable 
layer comprises a fluoropolymer. 

n 

)#. (original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein the at least one substantially air impermeable 
layer comprises a melt processable fluoropolymer. 

(original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein the at least one substantially air impermeable 
pZI layer comprises tetrafluoroethylene/perfluoroalkyl vinyl ether copolymer (PFA). 
)Z. (original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein the at least one substantially air impermeable 
layer comprises tetrafluoroethylene/hexafluoropropylene copolymer (FEP). 

XL 

(original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein the at least one substantially air impermeable 
layer comprises polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE), densified expanded 
polytetrafluoroethylene, or both. 

19 (canceled) 

J8. (original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein the at least one substantially air impermeable 
layer extends beyond upper and lower laminate layers. 

2*. (original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein the at least one substantially air impermeable 
layer has a permeability to air less than the expanded polytetrafluoroethylene (ePTFE). 
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22. (canceled) 

3 "pf (previously presented) The gasket of claim 2, further comprising a reinforcing layer 

bridging the at least two laminate tapes, bonded to at least one of the upper and lower 
gasket surfaces. 

Ur 3 

^24*. (original) The gasket of clairr\^3, wherein reinforcing layer is bonded to at least one of 
the upper and lower gasket surfaces along the entire length of the tape. 

25. (canceled) 

5 

2ff. (original) The gasket of claim 2, wherein the gasket comprises an adhesive on at least 
one of the upper and lower gasket surfaces. 

?f. (previously presented) The gasket of clairn26f wherein the adhesive is a pressure 
sensitive adhesive. 
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28-52 (canceled) 

^2T. (currently amended) A gasket comprising at least two tapes each comprising a plurality 
of porous expanded polytetrafluoroethylene (ePTFE) layers, the tapes comprising upper 
and lower porous ePTFE layers, and side surfaces extending long i tud i na ll y in a 
longitudinal t he-^ direction of the tapes between upper and lower ePTFE layers and 
at least one fluoropolymer material^ 

wherein the at least two tapes are bonded along the tape side surfaces by the at 
least one fluoropolymer material which is positioned between the two tape side surfaces 
and extending substantially completely from the upper porous ePTFE layer to the lower 
porous ePTFE layer for substantially the entire length of the tapes, 

wherein the upper and lower porous ePTFE layers define upper and lower gasket 
surfaces, and wherein the gasket is a form-in-place gasket. 

# js 

fA. (original) The gasket of claim £3, wherein the at least two tapes consist essentially of a 
plurality of porous ePTFE layers. 

p6. (original) The gasket of claim 58, wherein porous ePTFE has a density of less than 1 .8 

g/cc. 

2S 2f 
pK. (original) The gasket of claim £5, wherein the porous ePTFE layers comprise at least 

one filler material selected from metals, semi-metals, metal oxides, glasses, ceramics, 
j£\ activated carbons, carbon blacks, ap^t polymeric resins. 

(original) The gasket of claim 53", wherein at least a portion of the ePTFE layers is 
monoaxially expanded. 

£8r. (original) The gasket of claim^; wherein at least a portion of the ePTFE layers is 
biaxially expanded. 

2\ xt 

par. (original) The gasket of claim pZ, wherein at least a portion of the ePTFE layers is 
multiaxially expanded. 

(original) The gasket of claim pZ, wherein the gasket is uncompressed and has a 
substantially uniform thickness across the upper and lower gasket surfaces. 



Application/Control Number: 10/798,917 Page 10 

Art Unit: 1771 

s * 

p*. (original) The gasket of claim j>3, wherein the at least one fluoropolymer comprises a 
melt processable fluoropolymer. 

m # 

§2r. (original) The gasket of claim wherein the at least one fluoropolymer material 
comprises tetrafluoroethylene/ perfluoroalkyl vinyl ether copolymer (PFA). 

i< if 

p&. (original) The gasket of claim S3, wherein the at least one fluoropolymer material 
comprises tetrafluoroethylene/ hexafluoropropylene copolymer (FEP). 

^ is 

J>4. (original) The gasket of claim £3, wherein the at least one fluoropolymer material 
comprises polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE), densified expanded PTFE, or both. 

65. (canceled) 

p8. (original) The gasket of claim £3; wherein at least one fluoropolymer material extends beyond 

2 1 upper and lower ePTFE layers. £f 
^ (previously presented) The gasket of claim £3T wherein the at least one fluoropolymer 
material has a permeability to air that is less than the expanded polytetrafluoroethylene 

$1 (ePTFE > xf 

pef (original) The gasket of claim further comprising a reinforcing layer bridging the at 
least two tapes. 

ptf (original) The gasket of claim £8; wherein reinforcing layer is bonded to at least one of 
the upper and lower ePTFE layers. 

¥ 31 

}&: (original) The gasket of claim £8; wherein reinforcing layer is bonded to at least one of 
the upper and lower tape surfaces along the entire length of the tape. 

ye. (original) The gasket of claim £2, wherein the gasket comprises an adhesive on at least 
one of the upper and lower gasket surfaces. 

^ (original) The gasket of claim $2r, wherein the adhesive is a pressure sensitive adhesive. 



73-1 12 (canceled) 



